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Mayor Healy Calls on President Obama to Stop 

the Proposed Spectra Energy Natural Gas Pipeline 
Mayor Sends Letter to White House Citing Obama’s Recent Decision to 

Halt the Keystone XL Pipeline in the Midwest 
 

 

JERSEY CITY – Mayor Jerramiah T. Healy has sent a letter to President Barack Obama and 

Obama Administration officials urging the President to stop the proposed Spectra Energy natural gas 

pipeline intended for Jersey City. 

 

Plans for the pipeline, which are currently being reviewed by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC), call for the high-pressure pipeline to run through 6.5 miles of the state’s second 

largest city by schools, ball fields, housing, hospitals and critical transportation infrastructure. 

 

“We applaud your decision to delay consideration of the Keystone XL pipeline, and your commitment 

to further study of the project,” Mayor Healy writes in the letter.  “For good reason, the Keystone XL 

proposal attracted your attention and required your response.  But, we are writing you about another 

proposed pipeline – one far more insidious than even a 17-hundred-mile oil conduit that would cross the 

Midwest.” 

 

The decision on the Keystone XL Pipeline – which is proposed to transport millions of barrels of tar 

sands oil through six states from Canada to U.S. Gulf Coast refineries – was delayed by President 

Obama, giving the State Department of Nebraska the opportunity to study alternative routes. The 

Keystone XL Pipeline is currently routed through the Ogallala Aquifer and faces strong opposition by 

environmentalists, farmers, and aboriginal leaders.  

 

In his letter to President Obama, Mayor Healy cites the extreme, wide-ranging danger the so-called 

“New Jersey-New York Expansion Project” presents, and asks that President Obama “shut this pipeline 

down now – long before it gets into the ground.” 

(more) 



(2) 

 

The New Jersey-New York Expansion Project, which was conceived as a means of bringing natural gas 

to New York City, would cut a deadly swath through the nation’s most densely-populated and 

financially-significant area.  Its path – and the explosive material it is slated to transmit – would imperil 

millions of people, billions of dollars in economic infrastructure and invaluable natural habitats, Mayor 

Healy said. 

 

“The proposed pipeline would transport an unprecedented, potentially disastrous quantity of gas through 

the heart of Jersey City – traversing everything from low-income neighborhoods to high-rise 

communities to the nationally-critical financial district known as “Wall Street West,” said Mayor 

Healy.  “On behalf of Jersey City, its quarter million residents, its ever-burgeoning development, its 

thriving, multi-billion dollar economic sectors, and its precious and diverse ecosystems, we ask you to 

put a stop to the New Jersey-New York Expansion Project’s pipeline plans.” 
 

All media inquiries should be directed to Jennifer Morrill, Press Secretary to Mayor Jerramiah T. 

Healy at 201-547-4836 or 201-376-0699.///// 






