


Business Connect: Your Guide To Starting A 

Business or Project In Jersey City 

Jersey City Welcomes Your Investment 

Thank you for choosing to expand, move, or start your 

business in Jersey City! Your investment in our city 

speaks volumes of the potential growth that exists 

here. Welcome! 

This guide will assist you, the small business or building owner, to familiarize 

yourselves with, and thereby expediting, the process you'll need to follow to obtain 

the proper building permits which will lead to the City issuing a Certificate of 

Occupancy (CO). 

By clearly spelling out the steps necessary for State Code Compliance, it is our 

hope you will experience less confusion and avoid unnecessary delays. This page 

will guide you through the process of obtaining building permits; however, if you 

ever require assistance throughout any phase of your project or difficulty receiving 

your CO, please feel free to contact Senior Project Manager, Jorge Dones, at 

201-547-5103. The City wants to make your process run as smoothly as possible.

Read this page and familiarize yourself with all the requirements needed to obtain 

a CO. Only then can you determine which section(s) pertain to your project or 

business. You'll then be prepared to meet all requirements. 

Remember the City of Jersey City is here to help you. 

About The Jersey City Department Of Housing, Economic Development & 

Commerce 

The Department of Housing, Economic Development and Commerce (HEDC) is a 

diverse group of planners, officials, managers, inspectors, and support staff. 

HEDC's purpose is to protect and further the public welfare by planning and over­

seeing the orderly growth and development of Jersey City's residential, commer­

cial, non-profit, and industrial sectors. We do this by coordinating with other agen­

cies and through comprehensive planning, regulation of land use, permitting, code 

enforcement, and disbursement of state and federal grant funds. 

Public welfare and quality of life also fall under HEDC's pervue. We regularly 

supporting social services providers and staffing boards while enforcing building 

and housing codes, rent and tenant laws, and issuing business licenses. (All of 

which are state required.) 



Remember the City of Jersey City is here to help you. Download Flowchart & 

Applications here. 
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About The Jersey City Department Of Housing, Economic Development & 

Commerce 

The Department of Housing, Economic Development and Commerce (HEDC) is 

a diverse group of planners, officials, managers, inspectors, and support staff. 

HEDC's purpose is to protect and further the public welfare by planning and 

overseeing the orderly growth and development of Jersey City's residential, com­

mercial, non-profit, and industrial sectors. We do this by coordinating with other 

agencies and through comprehensive planning, regulation of land use, permit­

ting, code enforcement, and disbursement of state and federal grant funds. 

Public welfare and quality of life also fall under HEDC's pervue. We regularly 

supporting social services providers and staffing boards while enforcing building 

and housing codes, rent and tenant laws, and issuing business licenses. (All of 

which are state required.) 

201-547-5070

Who's Who at HEDC: 

Marcos Vigil, Director of HEDC 

Jorge Dones, HEDC Senior Project Manager 201-547-5103



Division & Autonomous Agencies' Directors & Phone Numbers: 

City of Jersey City General Number 

Division of Zoning Nick Taylor 

Office of The Construction Code Official Ray Meyer 

Annisia Cialone 

James Shea 

Dennise Nuben 

Jeremy Farrell 

Mary F. Paretti 

Division of Planning 

Director of Fire Department 

Deputy Fire Official 

Municipal Utilities Authority, 

Executive Director 

Parking Authority, 

Chief Executive Officer 

State Agencies: 

DCA Code Assistance 

DCA Regulatory Affairs 

201-547-5000

201-547-4452

201-547-6898

201-547-5050

201-547-4239

201-547-4239

201-432-1150

201-653-6969

609-984-7609

609-984-7768

Jersey City's Urban Enterprise Zone Program (UEZ) 

The Jersey City Economic Development Corporation's Urban Enterprise 

Zone Program welcomes you and you will find that Jersey City is an 

extraordinarily business-friendly community! We at the UEZ are here to assist 

you in locating your business and helping it thrive. 

The Jersey City UEZ Program is one of the largest and most productive UEZ 

programs in New Jersey. We offer member businesses a number of tax and 

financial incentives that help them grow, thereby stimulating the local economy. 

Certified UEZ member businesses may: 

• Sell certain goods at 3.3125% sales tax - half the normal NJ Tax Rate

• Purchase construction materials and other tangible property tax free



• Be eligible for a corporate tax credit up to $1,500 for each new hire or up to 

8% Corporate Business Tax Credit on qualified investments.

• Subsidized unemployment insurance costs for employees earning less than

$4,000/quarter. 

One-third of Jersey City has been designated as an Urban Enterprise Zone. 

Please contact our office to verify that your location is within one of the three 

Urban Enterprise Zones and learn what is required for becoming a 

certified UEZ business member.  Contact Florence Baron at 

201-333-7797 and/or email fbaron@jcedc.org.

1. Overview For New Businesses

Having found and secured a desirable Jersey City location, you are now ready 

to begin improvements on your new commercial space. Here are five 

important steps to remember:

First, visit the Zoning Department 

and make sure the area you've chosen for 

your business is zoned for that business. 

Immediately notify the Jersey 

City Department of Housing, Economic 

Development, & Commerce about 

your project. The City welcomes your 

invest­ment and is here to help. The 

"Go-to-Per­son" for any questions or 

concerns you may have during this 

process will be our 

Senior Project Manager, Jorge Dones at 201-547-5103. 
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Plan and Budget Carefully. Depending on whether your project is renovating 

existing construction or new construction, it can take anywhere from several 

weeks to several months before you are officially open for business. Thoroughly 

discuss a reasonable timeline with your contactor and landlord so you can plan 

and budget accordingly. Unforeseen delays do happen and should be taken into 

account at the beginning of any project 

lire Only Licensed, Registered Contractors. By State Statute your contrac­

tor must be licensed by the state of New Jersey and you or your contractor must 

obtain all the permits required for the job. These requirements are in place to 

protect you. Remember - cutting comers at the beginning by hiring an 

unlicensed contractor will most likely run you into higher costs later on. For 

more information, check out http://www.state.nLus/lps/ca/HIC/ 

Obtain Copies of All Permits for Your Records. For various reasons, the 

contractor you hire to start the job may not necessarily be the one who finishes 

it. It is your responsibility as the business owner to obtain copies of all permits 

as they are issued. You are well within your rights to require your contractor to 

give you copies of all permits issued. 

Ask Questions and Always Follow Up. We realize this may be the first time 

you have made a capital investment in Jersey City. Use this reference guide to 

help you navigate through the process. Don't be afraid to ask your contractor or 

the City questions and always document concerns in writing. Remember, 

contractors work for you and City officials are here to help you at any time. 

Remember - we want to see you open for business sooner rather than later. 

2. When Do You Need A Construction Code Permit?

Changes to properties and structures, 

including both new construction and reno­

vations or remodeling, all require permits 

under the Code of the State of New Jersey. 

Here are specific guidelines and examples 

to help you determine whether you will 

need permits for planned electrical, plumb­

ing, or structural work on your property. 

WHETHER YOU HIRE A CONTRACTOR OR DO THE WORK YOUR­

SELF, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ASSURE ALL PROPER PER­

MITS ARE OBTAINED AND THE WORK IS DONE TO CODE REQUIRE­

MENTS. 





















DEBRIS RECOVERY APPLICATION FOR SUBMITTAL
TO THE JERSEY CITY BUILDING DEPARMENT
















